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WORLD CUP POINTS PUZZLES

In the group stages of World Cups, each group has four teams in it (as
below).

Each team plays three games — they play every other team in the group once.

Group A
Mexico

South Africa
South Korea
Czech Republic

1) How many games are played in total in group A?

A win gives a team 3 points, a draw gives them 1 point, and a loss gives
them O points.

2) Write out all the possible total points that a team could get in the
group stages.
Eg WWW = 9 points
LLL = 0 points
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3) Can two teams in the same group get 9 points (from three wins)?

Can two teams in the same group get 0 points (from three losses)?

4) Can two teams in the same group both get 7 points? What’s the
maximum number of teams in one group that can all achieve 7 points?

5) Can two teams in the same group both get 1 point? What’s the
maximum number of teams in one group that can all achieve 1 point?
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In the 2026 World Cup the top two teams from each of 12 groups will qualify
to the knockout round, along with the eight best third-placed teams.

In previous years, only the top two teams from each group progressed to the
knockout stages.

This has changed things! Explore below.

6) In 2026, what is the lowest number of points a team can get and still
progress to the knock-out stages?

7) In previous tournaments (where only the top two teams per group
progress), what is the lowest number of points a team could get and
still progress?

8) In previous tournaments, what was the highest number of points a
team can get and NOT progress (ie they come third)?

9) In 2026, what is the highest number of points a team can get and
NOT progress (ie come third but not be one of the eight best-placed
third teams)?
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